
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Hello Friends! I am sorry for the long delay in between 
Reflections Newsletters. COVID 19 has consumed all of 
our lives and with daily changes and continuing 
challenges, time has slipped by. The Board of Directors 
unanimously voted to close the Historical Society 
Building, including the Woman’s Club Hall, until 
September 1, 2020. This will allow us to work through the 
guidelines we anticipate will be set by the State, County, 
and City to ensure proper cleaning and disinfecting of 
Rental Halls prior to reopening. It is possible that the 
closure may go past September 1st, depending on said 
guidelines, and the requirements of groups/rentals. We 
will respond as expeditiously as possible to work through 
all guidelines and mandates to ensure the safety of 
members and guests.  Up to date information will be 
provided by Newsletter and Social Media. 
 
While the Board has been forced to close the Building, we 
continue to work remotely on various projects, with 
building maintenance being a priority. Construction of an 
ADA (Americans with Disability Act) compliant ramp has 
begun.  The contractor has been issued permits for the 
construction, and we will be able to move ahead with this 
project while we are closed.  The generous donation 
received by the Historical Society for the ramp will not be 
sufficient, however, to cover the entire cost.  The Board 
voted in favor of continuing with construction and absorb 
the additional costs. ADA compliance will ensure access to 
the Building for all, and should result in increased Hall 
Rentals in the long term.  

(Continued on Page 2) 
 
 
 

 ADOPTION OF BYLAWS 
 
Enclosed with this Newsletter you are 
each being presented with amended 
Bylaws for your consideration.  It is 
normal and customary to vote to 
adopt the amended By Laws at a 
General Membership Meeting. 
However, with COVID-19 restrictions, 
we are precluded from having a 
General “in person” Membership 
Meeting. The State of California 
Attorney General’s Office has 
provided guidance to nonprofit 
organizations on handling votes 
during a pandemic or other disaster.  
We are therefore in need of a 
majority vote in favor approving and 
adopting the recommended Bylaws 
or not approving and non-adopting.  

(Continued on Page 4) 

“Our Past belongs to our future” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
(continued) 

 
Other projects have included an in-depth analysis of our finances, reviewing statistical usage of utilities, 
insurance, and cost estimates for required repairs relating to the kitchen, electrical, irrigation and other general 
maintenance. This included a review of the 2019 tax returns and past budgets.  It is now clear that the 
Historical Society of Temple City has under $15,000 in available revenue to meet its needs. This is inclusive of 
membership, donations and Hall Rental fees. The recurring maintenance costs, coupled with our current 
inability to obtain Hall Rental income, and anticipation of additional expenses to meet Public Health Guidelines 
to reopen, has led to the conclusion that we will need to pursue additional funding in order to remain solvent in 
the long-term. 
 
We look forward to the time when we are able to reopen; however, as mentioned above, it will be with new costs.  
Reduced rental fees afforded to groups and outside organizations will need to be renegotiated, and new Hall 
Rental Fees will be determined by the Board.  Until we know specifically what guidelines will be imposed upon 
us, we will not be able to determine our costs.  The Board asks for your cooperation and understanding of 
necessary steps for cleaning and disinfecting requirements.   
 
All Hall Rentals ceased on March 13, 2020; yet, we continue to have recurring bills that must be paid. The 
Historical Society is in need of financial assistance. We have applied for a COVID 19 Emergency Grant, but 
have not yet received a response regarding approval/denial.  It is recognized that many of our community 
friends and small business supporter are also struggling financially during this time, and unable to assist us. 
We are working on a large-scale donation request that will be sent to you, our members in the near future.  I 
hope that you will help as you are able. In addition, if you are able to sponsor a specific project (i.e., electrical 
repair, irrigation repair, stove replacement, etc.) please contact me directly at rlasota29@gmail.com. 
 
Our Bylaw Committee chaired by Parliamentarian Carole Rodenbucher has been working hard at revising them 
to ensure the continued smooth operation of the Historical Society.  This has included determining if 
modifications, removal, additions or establishing minimum thresholds were needed.  Since we are unable to hold 
a General Meeting in person, we will be voting on the Amended Bylaws by mail/email. 
 
A Committee was established to ensure that the Historical Society is up to date and consistent with general 
non-profit practices. This Committee included Vice President Louise Huff and Treasurer Joanne Rosso. The 
recommendations were presented to the Board on Monday, May 18th and their recommendations were addressed 
in the Amended Bylaws being presented to you with this Newsletter. 
 
Now for some GOOD NEWS! The Historical Society Board is pleased to announce that we have 91 
Memberships! This is a substantial growth in comparison to the previous year. We are thrilled to continue to see 
our membership grow during these difficult times. The Society continues to search for additional sponsors for 
projects and exhibits in the museum.  
 
I truly appreciate the open mind of our members as we navigate through new rules and regulations in 
conducting business.  Stay safe and healthy! 

    President, Rachel LaSota 
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VICE PRESIDENT 
LOUISE HUFF 

 
Hello, I’m Louise Huff and it’s an honor to serve as the Vice 
President of the Historical Society. I’m a Native American of 
the Gabrieleno Tribe, so I LOVE history it’s in my blood. I was 
born in the San Gabriel Valley and have lived here all my life. I 
am married, have two children, one works as Assistant Band 
Director at Temple City High School and the other is an 
Administrative Assistant in Special Education at Bonita Unified 
Schools. We have 6 amazing grandchildren, which we spoil a 
lot. 
 
I am a retired nurse who has worked for many years in various 
fields from skilled nursing facilities to pediatrics. I have worked 
within Temple City Unified School District for over 26 years as 
a school site nurse at each school and the receptionist at the 
district office. Also, I have served on the TCUSD School Board. 
I am actively involved with Woman’s Club of Temple City and 
Friends of Foster Children. 
 
I love working with people, especially children. My vision is to 
see the Historical Society not just survive, but to thrive. We live 
in a gem of a little community that is comprised of different 
cultures with so many opportunities to enjoy them. I feel we 
need to share them with our children as their Legacy. I have 
seen the contagious enthusiasm and energy that our children 
have displayed. One of my goals along with my colleagues is to 
revitalize the Museum and give it a face lift. I feel it would be 
great to get the children involved with this process along with 
help from their teachers and parents, so they can create 
timelines, interview various people with historical knowledge, 
and reenact important events through videos. We want our 
history to come alive so we can hand it down to our children. I 
appreciate all the help and concern of our membership as we go 
forward together with our vision.   
 
 
 

A group of women, members 
of the War Camp Community 
Committee, make flu masks 
in San Francisco in 1918. 
(Hamilton Henry 
Dobbin/California State 
Library/EPA-
EFE/Shutterstock) (Hamilton 
Henry Dobbin/California 
State Library Handout/EPA-
EFE/REX/Shutterstock) 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woman’s Club of Temple City Representative 
MARY SNEED 

 
Although I didn’t attend Temple City Schools, my sons did, and I was a district 
employee for 30 years, 5 as an Instructional Aide, and 25 years as a Teacher at 
Longden Elementary. My original degree was in Graphic Design. I returned to 
college at age 40 to earn my teaching credential, then returned again to complete 
my Master’s Degree as a Reading Specialist in 2001. I spent two years in primary 
grades, then I was lucky enough to spend the next 23 years teaching fourth-grade. 
 
Why was I lucky? I am a history junkie. In any fourth-grade classroom, we teach 
state history. Being able to make our state history come alive was something I 
thoroughly enjoyed, and many of my students, who started the year groaning 
about learning social studies, told me it was one of their favorite subjects by the 
end of the year. I used projects like Indian barter projects and establishing the 
next mission to make history come alive. I was thrilled to be able to help my 
students understand how the history of Temple City and the Temple family is 
such a large part of our state history. 
 
As we start to renovate our Historical Museum, my hope is to make this a place 
our teachers and students can use to actively understand the connection between 
our City and State history. My other hope is that we can be very interactive to let 
our visitors fully participate with our local history. I believe we need to celebrate 
the Temple family who started our city, while sharing other things that make 
Temple City such a unique community. For a small town, we have a very rich 
history, one we should be proud of. I am honored to be a part of making our 
Historical Museum a destination future generations will visit and leave 
appreciating the importance of Temple City. 
 
 

ADOPTION OF BYLAWS 
(continued) 

 
Please cast your vote in one of two ways – your choice: 
 
Send an Email to: rlasota29@gmail.com AND historicalsocietytc@gmail.com  
 
 YES – ADOPT BYLAWS 
 NO – DO NOT ADOPT BYLAWS 
       OR 
 
Return the attached Ballot postmarked by July 1, 2020 to: 
 

 Historical Society of Temple City 
 P.O. Box 1370 
 Temple City, CA 91780 
 

If you have any questions, please contact  
Rachel LaSota at rlasota29@gmail.com  
or Carole Rodenbucher at crudenbucher@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

 

 


